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Perceptions of Teamwork and Work-Related Issues in
Collaborations for At-Home Care Between Medical Specialists
and Care Giving Professions

From the Considerations of Staff’'s Work Style that Work with Home-Care
Support Medical Clinics

Kazuhisa SAKATA

This study aims at clarifying work-related issues in interprofessional collaborations
between medical workers and care workers formed for at-home care. As study method,
qualitative research was used: coding of verbatim records were made of semistructured
interviews of physicians  involved with home-care support medical clinics,
home-visitation nurses, care managers, and home helpers, and categories were made
constant comparison. Study results showed that when, at the homecare-provision
site in homecare collaboration, a useful interprofessional team can be formed with
equality in the care-provision itself, then there is an openness towards positively
collaborating for provision of quality care. Meanwhile, a closed perception occurs in
regards to negative teamwork. These two perceptions co-exist, and we confirmed from
the parties involved in collaborative care that an ambivalent relationship exists, such
that, with a few exceptions, team names are not used or made known to outside parties.
Factors therefor are that care providers work under multiple different systems, such

as that for medical insurance and that for care insurance.

Key Words : at-home care, team, teamwork, interprofessional collaboration
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