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Aiming for an Empirical Study of Empowering Residents’ Participation
in Community Development.
— A trial for measuring residents’ power, by which the residents aim to work on
improving their community welfare —
Watanabe Yuichi

Summary :

Community welfare problems have been complicated and various. Although the
residents are required to participate in improving the community welfare, it is difficult to involve
residents who have no interest in their community problems. It is required to empower letting
them work on the community welfare improvement. However, no studies have examined
approaches to promote empowerment scientifically.

The purpose of this study is to develop “the scale of the power for improving community
welfare”, and to make it possible to evaluate and examine empowerment approaches scientifically.

This scale is composed of 9 items. From the result of factor analysis, two factors are
found; Factorl “Power for approaching to community”, and Factor2 “Power for approaching to
others/groups”. Cronbach’ « (=0.76) demonstrates the reliability of this scale. Also, it is
revealed that there are significant relationships between “General self efficacy scale”,
“Consciousness of the resident participation to improve the community”, “Recognition a need of
the resident participation to improve the community”, “Experiences of participation to the

community activity”. These results demonstrate a certain validity.

Key words :
Residents participation, sharing community problems, power of working on the community

welfare improvement, empowerment
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