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Welfare State and Socialization of Medical Care in Japan.

Yuuki, Yasuhiro

Abstract

Due to medical progress, people who would have previously perished from various diseases
now live longer. Nevertheless, illness may leave their health somewhat debilitated, and they
have to cope with their disabilities for the rest of their long years. These factors have led to
skyrocketing medical costs, and a crisis for the medical care insurance system. The purpose of
this paper is to consider the welfare state and socialization of medical care in Japan.

This paper points out the importance of the socialization background as follows: 1) functional
differentiation between medical care and the welfare state has not been well developed for a
long time. 2) social welfare has been dependent on medical care by medical socialization process
of the welfare state

Key words:
Welfare state, Socialization of medical care, Institutionalization, Medical social security,
Social welfare agency
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